Course Requirements and Grading
Midterm Exam: All students will complete a take-at-home midterm exam, writing two essays of approximately 1,000 words each (2,000 words total), on their choice among several assigned topics. Questions will be emailed to students on Feb. 25 after class, and the exam will be due via Courseworks at midnight on Thursday Mar.12.
Research Paper: All research papers will be submitted via Courseworks, and are due at midnight on the last day of class, Monday May 4. All students will turn in a one-page research proposal on their paper topic, outlining their research question and what their preliminary reading has led them to think about the subject; due via Courseworks by noon on Monday Feb. 23.
Undergraduate students will complete an independent research paper of at least 3,000 words, comparing at least two theories of the student's choice, to explain one or more Russian or Soviet foreign policy outcome of the student's choice.
Graduate students will complete an independent research paper of at least 6,000 words, on a topic related to course materials that they choose in consultation with the instructor. Grad students must make significant use of Russian/Soviet primary-source materials, such as memoirs, press or television interviews, government documents, etc. Students who read Russian are encouraged to use these sources in the original; students who do not read Russian are expected to use English translations of Russian materials.
Final Exam: All students will complete a take-at-home final exam, completing two essays of 1,000 words each (2,000 words total). On one question there will be a choice of topics; the second question will ask students to defend their preferred theoretical explanation for Russia's relations with the West. Questions will be handed out after class on the last day of class, Monday May 4; the exam will be due via Courseworks at the date and time set by the university for the final exam in this course: Wednesday May 13 at 4pm.
Class participation:
Discussion is a crucial component of this course. Students are expected to attend all classes, to have completed the assigned course readings before class, and to be prepared to comment on assigned readings. For many classes Prof. Marten will hand out discussion questions in advance. Most class sessions will have Prof. Marten lecturing in the first half, and open discussion in the second half.
Midterm exam: 25% of total course grade Research paper: 30% of total course grade Final exam: 25% of total course grade Discussion participation: 20% of total course grade Exams and papers must be submitted when due; late work will be significantly penalized. Up to 24 hours late, 1/3 grade off (e.g., an A-paper will earn a B+); up to 48 hours late, 2/3 grade off (e.g., an A-paper will earn a B); beyond that,1 full grade off (e.g., an A-paper will earn a B-). No late work will be accepted after one week. If you face a medical or family emergency that prevents your turning in work on time, you must get Prof. Marten's permission in advance for an extension; in most cases you must document your emergency; and in most cases undergraduates must have their student dean send an email to Prof. Marten supporting the request.
Prof. Marten has served on the Barnard College Honor Board, and takes the issues of academic integrity and plagiarism very seriously. For all written assignments, students may consult whomever they want about anything they wish, until they begin outlining and writing. Both the organizational structure and the written content of each assignment must be the student's alone. Students (whether or not they are Barnard College students) must sign the Barnard College Honor Code statement on all submissions, affirming that their written work is completely their own. All sources used in the research papers must be fully and accurately referenced, including all web-based and unpublished sources (for example, prior student papers). Any student violating the Honor Code will receive an F as the final course grade, and will face the disciplinary rules of his or her home college or school.
Readings
Students should finish the assigned readings before class, so that we can discuss them in class. Many of the assigned pieces are short newspaper or blog articles. On longer and complex assignments in particular, students are not expected to read things word-for-word. Instead, it is important to learn the skill of strategic skimming-reading for the key arguments and content of each piece. Remember that you can refer back to all readings when writing the exams-and class discussions will likely highlight new aspects of assignments for all students. Please read them in the order that they are listed on the syllabus, as items listed earlier within each class session will provide important background for those that follow.
The following books have been placed on reserve at Barnard's Wollman Library; all are also available for purchase at the Book Culture Bookstore (536 West 112th Street). Students are welcome to purchase used copies elsewhere. Birth of the Empire," and Cracraft, "Kliuchevsky on Peter the Great"), pp. 224-34 (Cracraft, "Empire versus Nation"), pp. 243 and 245-8 ("P.P. Shafirov Justifies the Empire, 1717", plus the prior paragraph explaining it); and the documents "Peter Changes the Calendar," "Peter's Decree on Wearing German Clothes," "Peter's Decree on Shaving" (pp. 110-11), and "Peter Funds an Academy of Arts and Sciences," "Reforming the Church" (pp. 116-23).
Courseworks Bellamy: chapters 1-6, 8-9, 12-17, 19 (pp. 1-163, 179-238, 313-595, 630-669 . Note: in class we will NOT be focusing on the military details, but instead on political decisions and social consequences.
